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SUMMARY  
I attended this religious education conference together with 33,000 fellow Catholic parents and educators. The theme this year was Lift Your Gaze… See Anew! The theme flows from the reading of the Fourth Sunday of Lent where we hear about the story of sight restored to the one who struggled with blindness.

There was a plethora of workshop sessions and presentations dealing with Catholic theology, education and parish faith development. The speakers included recognized leaders in these areas and well respected Canadian, Fr. Ron Rohlheiser. I met with Cardinal Mahoney and Bishop Todd Braun at an informal welcome gathering.

The highlight for me is always the celebration of Mass in the crowded Anaheim Stadium. The opening mass was celebrated by Father Tony Ricard from New Orleans author of “I Still Believe.” It featured jazzy liturgical music and an animated celebrant. A second celebration had Father Glen Murray presiding at an African-American cultural mass. The conference clearly validated its diverse composition through the inclusion of Vietnamese and Spanish language sessions giving voice to the variety of cultures represented in LA. 

Sessions Attended:

· Catholic Teaching on Racism - Fr. Bryan Massingale 

· No: ‘Why Kids of All Ages Need It?’ – Dr. David Walsh

· Discover and Live Your Strengths – Leisa  Anslinger and Rev Jan Kevin Schmidt

· Through the Threshold: An Approach to Religious Education for High School Students – Micheal de Barra and Tom Gunning (Ireland)

· Perspectives of Human Trafficking – Patrick Atkinson

· Modern Media: A Test for the Modern Church – Dr. David Walsh

· Appreciation for the Passion and Death of Christ – Rev John Cusick

The vendor display is the size of a football field and consists of information from all corners of our Catholic community. These included religious cards and statues, educational services, social issues, representatives for the major religious orders, formation development and youth programs to name but a few. 

Though I was three thousand miles away from Toronto, I was at home in a welcoming Catholic community. It was clearly evident to me that the Church is indeed universal in both word and deed. I returned empowered with the Holy Spirit and thankful for the gift of my faith. I look forward to presenting next year. 

I will share some additional information that I collected at the next Board meeting.

Here is a list of books I purchased as a result of my attendance at the conference.

Book List:

-Hope by Max Lucado

-The Dream Manager by Matthew Kelly

-Why Do They Act That Way? By David Walsh

-Spiritual Leadership by Leonard Doohan

-Eternal Echoes by John O’ Donohue

-The Invisible Embrace Beauty by John O’ Donohue

-Where Earth meets Heaven by Ken Rohlheiser

-Vatican II Today by Judy Ball and Joan Mc Kamey

-A Complaint Free World by Will Bowen

-Taming the Media by Dan Andriacco
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