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Parents Reaching Out Regional/Provincial Grants, 2010 - 2011
FAQs for Applicants
Who can apply for funding?

What types of projects are eligible for funding?
What project costs or activities are NOT eligible?

What is the maximum grant available?

When does the project end?

How will grants be awarded?

What happens when the proposal is approved?

Who can apply for funding?

Priority will be given to parent-led projects.  Other organizations can apply for funding as long as they partner with parents:

· Non-profit organizations operating in Ontario

· Parent groups operating in Ontario

· School boards operating in Ontario
· Post-secondary institutions in Ontario 
What types of projects are eligible for funding?

Eligible projects must fall under at least one of the following areas:

1) Parents as Partners

These projects involve parents as partners in education.  Examples are:

· Training of teachers, principals and school staff on the benefits of and strategies for involving parents and the community in education
· Research projects where parents and stakeholders (e.g. teachers, high-school students) work together with academic researchers to find solutions to an education-related issue

2) Creating a welcoming school board and school environment for all parents
These projects make all parents feel welcome and included.  Examples are:

· Creating or translating materials in multiple languages to keep parents informed 
· Workshops for board and school staff on how to remove barriers for parents

· Tools to help school staff recruit and recognize volunteers

3) Skill-Building Opportunities for Parents

These projects allow parents to take part in the education of their children.  Examples are:
· Projects that provide information, ideas and activities to families about helping students learn and succeed at school

· Training workshops for school volunteers

· Leadership development for parents 
What project costs or activities are NOT eligible?

· Cost of refreshments exceeding 15% of total approved funding

· Advertising and promotion costs exceeding 5% of approved funding

· Payment to staff including co-ordinators, consultants, administrative staff

· On-going operational costs (e.g. leasing of offices, long-term administrative costs, maintenance of website, financial commitments that last longer than the term of the project), utilities

· Activities that have already taken place

· Purchase of items that would be given to parents—e.g. books and resources
· Purchase of goods and services that the Ministry of Education already pays for (e.g. instructional materials for students)

· Honourariums for parents

· Capital costs (e.g. equipment)

· Travel outside Ontario

· Debts or financial losses that result from a project

What is the maximum grant available?

The maximum grant is $30,000.  There is no minimum grant.

When does the project end?

The deadline for finishing a project is June 30, 2011 and sending in the final reports is August 31, 2011.   Projects that last for longer periods of time can still be submitted; however, the Ministry of Education will only fund a project lasting a specific period of time leading to specific results.

How will grants be awarded?

Proposals will be evaluated based on the following criteria and the availability of funds:

· The project involves parents and the community and supports student success
· The project is led by parents or is carried out in partnership with a parent group

· The project involves parents and can be adapted to other regions
· Applicants show how their project fits into at least one of the three categories (1.  Parents as Partners; 2.  Creating a Welcoming School Board and School Environment for all Parents; 3.  Skill-Building Opportunities for Parents)
· The project has the potential to reach a large number of parents
· The project meets a demonstrated need 
· The project describes the expected results

· A plan is in place for evaluating the project and its results

How to Apply for a Grant

The application is to be completed and submitted on-line. It is available at the Ministry website: http://education.factorial.ca/s_signup.jsp?token=XVtQC1oGZ1pQRhJdXxVRRlZTYg%3D%3D   or education@factorial.ca 
Information can be saved to allow work on the application at different times.
Please keep your registration email address active for one year for future notifications.

What happens when the proposal is approved?
Step 1:  Sign the contract
You will be asked to sign a contract before receiving the funding.  Recipients must comply with the terms and conditions of the Parents Reaching Out Regional/Provincial Grant [insert link to terms & conditions].

Step 2:  Submit the final report
Funding will be paid in two installments:

1) A payment of 90% after the contract is signed;

2) A payment of 10% after the final report is completed and submitted.

Note:  The deadline for final reports is August 31, 2011.
